CASE SUMMARY

Florida Gulf Coast former men’s tennis head coach violated recruiting rules and provided
impermissible benefits to recruits

Violations occurred at Florida Gulf Coast when former men'’s tennis head coach Davidson
Kozlowski and his staff conducted impermissible tryouts with prospects and provided
impermissible benefits and recruiting inducements. The violations occurred from July 2023
through May 2024.

According to a decision released by the Division I Committee on Infractions panel,
Kozlowski’s involvement violated head coach responsibility rules. Florida Gulf Coast
resolved its case through negotiated resolution.

From August through November 2023, Kozlowski conducted impermissible tryouts with
five men’s tennis recruits. The degree of the recruits’ participation varied, with one recruit
participating in all team practices during the team’s regularly scheduled times. Kozlowski
provided approximately $436 in impermissible recruiting inducements to three of those
recruits, one of whom later competed for Florida Gulf Coast while ineligible.

Additionally, between July and November 2023, Kozlowski had approximately 20
impermissible communications with eight men’s tennis student-athletes from another
school. Kozlowski initiated phone calls with these eight student-athletes who were not in
the NCAA Transfer Portal, and he discussed transferring to Florida Gulf Coach with each
student-athlete on at least one occasion.

Kozlowski also arranged for and provided impermissible recruiting inducements in the
form of rental car reimbursement, two meals and one night lodging to a prospect. He
additionally provided impermissible benefits in the form of tournament registration fees
and/or hotel rooms to seven men'’s tennis student-athletes. Kozlowski also used a total of
$1,280 of his personal funds to pay the registration fees for five men’s tennis student-
athletes and hotel room costs for seven men'’s tennis student-athletes to participate in a
weekly tennis tournament in Boca Raton, Florida. As a result of the impermissible benefits,
six men’s tennis student-athletes competed in 20 dates of competition while ineligible.

Separate from the men'’s tennis violations, the school and enforcement staff agree that
beginning in the 2022-23 academic year and continuing through the spring of 2024, Florida
Gulf Coast improperly certified 18 student-athletes in 10 sports, resulting in 18 violations
of initial eligibility, amateurism, seasons of competition and/or transfer eligibility
legislation. Those student-athletes then received expenses from and/or competed for the
school when they were ineligible or not certified.

The school, Kozlowski and the enforcement staff agreed that all violations are Level II.



The following penalties apply:

e Two years of probation.

e Reduction of unofficial visits, recruiting communications and off-campus recruiting in
January 2025.

e A$25,000 fine.

e Vacation of team and individual records over the course of the 11 months in which the
ineligible players competed.

e A one-year show-cause order that includes a 30% suspension from regular-season
contests for Kozlowski.

Members of the Committee on Infractions are drawn from the NCAA membership and public.
The panel members who reviewed this case are:

e Norman C. Bay, attorney, chief hearing officer.

¢ Rich Ensor, former commissioner of the Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference.

e Vince Nicastro, deputy commissioner and chief operating officer of the Big East
Conference.



