
Division: I

Proposal Number: 2018-34

Title: ATHLETICS PERSONNEL -- LIMITATIONS ON NUMBER OF COACHES AND OFF-CAMPUS RECRUITERS 
AND VOLUNTEER COACH -- BASEBALL AND SOFTBALL -- FOURTH COUNTABLE COACH AND NO 
VOLUNTEER COACH

Status: Defeated Final

Intent: In baseball and softball, to increase, from three to four, the limit on the number of coaches who may 
be employed by an institution and who may contact or evaluate prospective student-athletes off-campus; 
further, to specify that an institution shall not use the services of a volunteer coach.

Category: Amendment

Bylaws: Amend 11.7, as follows:

11.7 Limitations on the Number and Duties of Coaches and Noncoaching Staff Members.

[11.7.1 through 11.7.5 unchanged.]

11.7.6 Limitations on Number of Coaches and Off-Campus Recruiters. There shall be a limit on the number of 
coaches (other than graduate assistant coaches per Bylaw 11.01.3 and 11.01.4, student assistant assistant 
coaches per Bylaw 11.01.5 and volunteer coaches per Bylaw 11.01.6) who may be employed by an institution 
and who may contact or evaluate prospective student-athletes off campus in each sport as follows:

Sport Limit

Baseball 3 4

Softball, Women's 3 4

[All other sports unchanged.]
[11.7.6.1 unchanged.]

11.7.6.2 Exceptions to Number Limits. No individual other than coaches designated to fill the coaching 
limits set forth in Bylaw 11.7.6 may participate in any manner in the coaching of the intercollegiate team 
of a member institution during any game, practice or other organized activity, with the following 
exceptions:

[11.7.6.2.1 through 11.7.6.2.2 unchanged.]

11.7.6.2.3 Volunteer Coach. In sports other than baseball,  football, basketball, women’s equestrian, 
women’s rowing, softball, swimming and diving and women's triathlon, a member institution may 
use the services of one volunteer coach (per Bylaw 11.01.6). Indoor track and field, outdoor track and 
field, and cross country are separate sports for purposes of this provision. In sports in which the 
NCAA conducts separate men's and women's championships, a combined men's and women's 
program may use two volunteer coaches.

[11.7.6.2.3.1 through 11.7.6.2.3.6 unchanged.]

[11.7.6.2.4 through 11.7.6.2.8 unchanged.]

Source: Southeastern Conference

Effective Date: August 1, 2019

Topical Area: Athletics Personnel

Rationale: This proposal seeks to add an additional full-time countable coach in baseball and softball by 
elevating the current volunteer coach position to a full-time countable coach. Expanding the permissible 
duties and responsibilities of the current volunteer coach to those of a full-time countable coach will 



enhance student-athlete well-being by permitting another coach to engage in off-campus recruiting activity, 
thereby significantly increasing the likelihood that a regular full-time coaching staff member will remain on-
campus to engage with current student-athletes in practice and other associated activities. In addition, 
elevating the position and adding another full-time coach will also increase opportunities and enhance the 
development of emerging coaches entering the profession, promote coaching staff stability, and allow 
coaching staffs to better and more adequately serve the needs and interests of their student-athletes by 
reducing the rising student-athlete to coach ratio in both sports. Finally, while this proposal will elevate the 
volunteer coach position to a full-time countable coach and thereby legislatively eliminate the traditional 
volunteer coach position, institutions will have the discretion to employ and utilize the services of the new 
fourth countable staff member position as they see fit.

Estimated Budget Impact: Will vary based upon institutional hiring decisions; potential expenses to add two 
coaching positions.

Impact on Student-Athlete's Time (Academic and/or Athletics): None.

Position Statements:

History:

Aug 30, 2018 Submitted to National Office

Sep 28, 2018 In Progress

Feb 7, 2019 Ready for Vote

Apr 19, 2019 Defeated by Council

May 1, 2019 No Board Action

May 1, 2019 Defeated Final
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